INTERVIEW WITH JAN IRISH 2/14/2010

1)      How did you first come to the Lord?  It was in the time of the "Jesus Movement" when I was 11yrs old. I went to a Billy Graham movie called "For Pete's Sake". I realized that I knew lots about Jesus, but I didn't know Him personally. 
2)      How did you become connected with Shiloh/NCCC?  Through Suzie Stutzky. We met before she married, before there was a Shiloh, and then when she became involved with Shiloh I visited a few times. In 1980 after I finished college I moved to East Lansing to be a part of Shiloh.
3)      How/when did you get called to Papua New Guinea/missions? (Whether this was a process or an event) When I was very young I loved listening to the missionaries who came and talked at Church, and wanted to be a missionary nurse.  The nursing part didn't work out, but the desire to be a missionary stayed.  While in Lansing I went back to school and got an accounting degree. During that time my mother sent me a Wycliffe brochure that said Wycliffe needed accountants. My parents had supported Wycliffe missionaries all my life, so I was very familiar with Wycliffe. I felt like at that time God was saying "Go", so I applied to the organization.  I didn't feel specifically called to anywhere so I asked them where they had the greatest need and PNG was one of the two choices.  
4)      How did you get connected with Wycliffe and Hilary?   My first term (3 years) I worked in finance, and then on my first furlough I took some classes to work in Literacy. It wasn't until 10 years later that I met Hilary through a mutual friend, and in 2001 we started working together in Literacy.
5)      What are the particular joys/hardships you have faced doing mission work full-time overseas?  One of the things I like best is having so many friends from different cultural backgrounds - whether it be other missionaries or Papua New Guineans.  Another thing that has really blessed me is going to New Testament Dedications - when a language gets the New Testament for the first time in print. It's pretty amazing to know you are a part of that. I wish every one of my supporters could go to one. The hardest thing is no matter how much you learn about the culture, it seems you never truly understand it.  Another hard thing is missing family, and having your nieces and nephews grow up without you.
6)      What is your passion and heartbeat (as it pertains to your call and work in Papua New Guinea)? So many people are bound by Satan and his lies because that is all they know. I long to see God 'come alive' in people's hearts and make a difference in people's lives. That doesn't happen through 'religion', but through the Spirit of God working and the truth of the Word of God being understood. I can't make that happen, but I can allow God to use me however He wants so that His Spirit can work.
7)      Why do you believe it is important for the Church to be global Christians (even when there’s so much need at home)?  Basically because God said to do it. "Go into all the world." I also believe that we in the West have been given riches (both spiritual and financial) and it is our responsibility to share those riches with the Third World. 
8)      Any favorite stories/experiences from your early days on the mission field? Once in the village two little girls brought me a cassowary egg as a gift.  It is a huge egg about 8 inches long and I wasn't quite sure what to do with it.  My first question to them was "Who painted it?"  It had raised green curvy lines all over it. I didn't know the language at the time, so I had a hard time asking my question. Finally I asked the other missionary I was with to ask the question for me.  They all just started cracking up, including the missionary.  The egg comes that way, right out of the bird.  God painted it!  They are probably still laughing about that in the village, 16 years later.
9)      Any encouragement that you have for the church? Matthew 28:18-20 
 
